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Keep up to date between Rubber Reviews by joining the Bolton Area Divers group on 
www.facebook.com 
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If you have got any comments, trips, pictures etc for the Rubber Review please send 
them to us at this address: RubberReview@boltonareadivers.co.uk 
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Taggings galore  
(thanks to Divernet) 
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Contact us at: 
diving@boltonareadivers.co.uk 

Unit 10A, Brownlow Bus. Park,  
Tennyson Street,  
Bolton, BL1 3DX. 

Shop Tel:   01204 394441 
 (9am to 6pm daily) 

Shop Opening Hours 
Mondays:  Closed 
Tuesdays: 12:00 to 20:00 
Wednesdays:  Closed 
Thursdays:  12:00 to 20:00 
Fridays:  12:00 to 17:00 
Saturdays:  09:00 to 17:00 
(for kit return) 17:00 to 18:00 
Sundays:  Closed 

Dive Centre Manager 
Kat Renshaw 
Instructors  
Carl Sanders – MI 
Matt McMinn - MSDT 
Alex Roberts – MSDT 
Andrew Brooks – MSDT 
Russell Heath - MSDT 

Assistant Instructors 
Iain Conner 
Simon Edlington 
Jeff Hulme 
Ian Philbrock 
Sue Sanders 
Matt Sawers 
Tony Williams 

Divemasters 
Dave Abraham (Club Organiser) 
Mike Barnwell 
Lee Berry 
Dominic Cullen  
Simon Grimshaw 
Paul Hart 
Neil Newsham 
Gary Smith 
Jason Spencer 
Paul Worsley 

Trainee Divemasters 
Niall Bowcock 
Steve Laycock 
Jackie Oakes 
Mike Westwell 
Carla Horan 
Mike Jones 

Surface Cover 
Milton Cooper 
Sue Spencer 
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If you’re interested in joining us on any of the club trips or want more information give either contact the trip 
organiser or Dave Abraham a call on 07969 998465 or email david@dabraham.wanadoo.co.uk, or just come 
down to the club meeting. (See front page for date of next meeting). 

Remember: If you are a club member you get a discount on trips, you get free air fills, 10% discount on gear 
sales, priority places on trips etc etc – well worth £5.00 a month (£60 a year)   

2009 Trip agenda 
June 20th – Jul 11th Red Sea 
July 25th – 26th Weymouth WAGS 
August 8th & 9th Oban  WAGS 
August / September Paintballing 
Aug 29th – 31st  Lundy 
Sept      Plymouth WAGS  

Oct 3rd – 4th  Oban  WAGS 
Oct    Farnes WAGS 
Oct    Scapa    
November  Xtreme Oban 
December  Xmas dive 

0����>,�"���&��	�*���)�3��� �& �������%�8 �& ��� A������
(Trip Organiser: Bolton Area Divers Ltd) 

Because of huge popularity of this trip over previous years we have booked 3 weeks in the Red Sea for 2009. 
The first and second weeks will be on board the Tony Backhurst luxury livaboard the MV Typhoon. The final 
week will be in a shore based in a hotel, The Crowne Plaza. 

Week 1 20th to 27th June Brothers Southern Wrecks Special   £???? 

Week 2a 27th June to 4th July Get Wrecked   £???? 

Week 2b 27th June to 4th July Crowne Plaza Based Hotel (includes 5 days diving)  £800 

  Crowne Plaza Based Hotel (no diving included)   £630 

Combine 2 weeks and get great discounts! 

Week 1 + Week 2a 20th June to 4th July Brothers + Get Wrecked   £???? 

Week 1 + Week 2b 20th June to 4th July Brothers + Crowne Plaza (diving 2nd week) £???? 

Week 1 + Week 2b 20th June to 4th July Brothers + Crowne Plaza (no diving 2nd week) £???? 

(Note, some of the prices have reduced slightly due to Monarch cancelling their flights from Manchester and 
now flying with Kiss Airways. The flight supplements may increase as we get nearer the time so please book 
early to avoid this inflation)  
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(Trip Organiser: Bolton Area Divers Ltd) 

This week is going down to the Brothers diving the reefs 
and wrecks of the northern and mid Red Sea.  

More pelagics, awesome reefs and even more wrecks!   

The Itinerary for this trip will include the wrecks of the 
Thistlegorm, Kingston, Rosalie Moller, Shag Rock, 
Ulysses, Ghiannis D, Carnaric, Chrsoula K, Marcus, 
Dunraven, and not to put the reefers off, shark and yolanda. 
Plus the 2 wrecks at big brother Numidia & Aida. 

The price is changing daily so Tony Backhurst can sell the remaining places. Please drop Matt a 
text (07971 499353) or email matt@boltonareadivers.co.uk for current pricing. 

The minimum qualification is Advanced Open Water with a minimum of 50 dives.  

http://www.scuba.co.uk/Travel/Red_Sea/Liveaboard/Typhoon/typhoon.htm 

http://www.scuba.co.uk/Travel/Red_Sea/Itinerary/bws.htm 

	
���
��B�%$�&�$��2����$�;>�*C�3��6 �& �������%�8 �& ��� A������
(Trip Organiser: Bolton Area Divers Ltd) 

* *  O N L Y  4  P L A C E S  R E M A I N I N G  * *  

* *  R E D U C E D  T O  £ 6 9 5  ( G a t w i c k  O n l y ) * *  
PLACES WILL BE GIVEN ON A 1 ST TO PAY WILL 

GET THE PLACE BASIS. 

Want to dive just wrecks then this is the trip for you. We will 
possibly do Shark & Yolanda and Jackson too because it 
would just be rude not to.  

The itinerary for this trip will include the wrecks of the 
Thistlegorm, Kingston, Rosalie Moller, Zenith, Shag Rock, 
Ulysses, Ghiannis D, Carnatic, Chrisoula K, Marcus, 
Dunraven, and again for the reefers we will do Shark and 
Yolanda. 

The price is changing daily so Tony Backhurst can sell the remaining places. Please drop Matt a 
text (07971 499353) or email matt@boltonareadivers.co.uk for current pricing. 

The minimum qualification is Advanced Open Water but you can do this on board with the instructors if you 
wish.  

http://www.scuba.co.uk/Travel/Red_Sea/Liveaboard/Typhoon/typhoon.htm 

http://www.scuba.co.uk/Travel/Red_Sea/Itinerary/GetWrecked.htm  
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(Trip Organiser: Bolton Area Divers Ltd) 

**  FINAL PAYMENTS NOW DUE **  
This week has been included so we can just chill out by the pool and relax after your not so hectic week on the 
livaboard. It’s also the ideal opportunity to get the none diving better halves out to the sunny climates of Sharm-
el-Sheikh. Could also make the negotiations a little easier � . 

The plan is to book into the Crowne Plaza on 27th June to 4th July. 

The price for the Crowne Plaza £630 for the week, (without diving) or £800 (with 5 days diving) and 
includes all flights, transfers & B&B accommodation. 

If you are tagging the week onto your first weeks livaboard then it will only cost you an extra £260 per 
person (plus diving) – bargain!!!. 

�
�������3��= �& �)�*��D �& ��� A������
Minimum qualification Open Water BAD WAGs welcome 

(Trip Organiser: Dave Abraham 07969 998465, email david@dabraham.wanadoo.co.uk) 

We are diving from Ribs and camping so this is a pretty economical trip. The RIBS are used like taxis and will 
take you out to the dive site, wait while you dive and then return to base after each dive. So only one cylinder is 
required unless you are doing the Salsette 

This gives us lots of flexibility with divers being able to choose which dives 
they want to do according to their tastes, budget and level of qualification.  

Weymouth is a holiday destination so there are tons of camp sites and B&Bs 
in the area to suit all tastes and budgets as well as an abundance of bars and 
cafes and a good shopping centre. 

Also in the area are Alex Van Opstal, the Binnendijk, Eleanor R and the 
Aeolian Sky 

“The Salsette” £34.00 
per diver 

The Best Wreck Dive in Britain – According to Divernet 
magazine survey 2006 that is the P&O liner Salsette, 
which lies 44m deep in Lyme Bay. The wreck is big and 
complicated, 134m long, 34m to the starboard railing and 

44m to the seabed. Torpedoed by UB-40 on 20 July, 1917, the P& O liner Salsette might have been just another 
of many wartime shipwrecks off Britain's southern shores, but since it was first dived in the early 1970s, a 
plethora of portholes and other non-ferrous fittings have made the Salsette the Mecca of South Coast wreck-
diving. Ask any Weymouth skipper and it seems that just about every charter group wants to dive this one. 

“The Pommeranian” £29.00 per diver 

Pomerianian 33m. A British steamship of 4200 tons she 
was requisitioned by the government during WWI and 
was torpedoed and sunk on April 15, 1918 en route from 
London to Newfoundland with a loss of fifty lives. The 
wreck, carrying a general government cargo, sits upright 
on the bottom. 

The M2 £29.00 per diver 
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The M2 is a one-of-a-kind submarine aircraft carrier which sank off Portland in 
1932 during routine exercises. It is 90m long, still in one piece, and sits upright on 
the seabed at a depth of about 32m, with the bows pointing north-north-east. 

For the shallower dives there 
are numerous wreck and drift 
dives around the harbour with  
depths varying from 10 to 
18m. Wreck dives cost 
£16.00 and drift dives £17.00 
per diver. We will decide 
which dives to do between us 
on the day. 

Deposits £50 required ASAP for this trip ,(please pay at the shop by cheque to BAD Club or cash) a £10 
booking fee will apply for non-members. As this is a pay per place trip there are no limits on the number of 
divers and the trip will run if we have just 2 participants or if we have 20.   

Weather permitting the schedule will be    

Sat  am Grove point  pm M2 
Sun  am Salsette  pm Local drift 

With shallower alternatives for those that prefer them 

Recommended accommodation is at West Fleet Holiday farm 
Weymouth. 

There is a new toilet and shower block on site as well as a 
laundrette to dry any wet kit and a pub/restaurant on site. 

Campsite charges are £20 per diver for the weekend based on 2 
sharing.http://www.westfleetholidays.co.uk/index.html 

or 

Fathom and blues bunk house £12/night on Portland Bill or, if you would prefer a hotel 

I have provisionally booked 6 spaces for the Salsette and M2 and 6 spaces for the shallower harbour dives. 

If you would like to join us, let Dave know and he will add you to the list. 

�����3�. �& ��%�� �& ���#�,�������
 (Trip Organiser: Bolton Area Divers 01204 394441, email: diving@boltonareadivers.co.uk) 
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We are now taking deposits for this trip. If you want to 
come we need to know ASAP so we can book boats and 
digs. First to pay will get the places. 

I have booked 10 places on Gannet and 12 places on 
Urchin. First to pay will get the places. Students and 
staff will get priority on Gannet. 

We are running the next trip of 2009 to Oban on 8th & 9th 
August. The trip will once again incorporate an Advanced 

Open Water course as well as all the usual diving and events for club members and non-divers. 

This trip is an excellent opportunity for you to get some supervised sea diving experience with our instructors 
and staff. So whatever level you are at you are more than welcome to join us. 
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There are plenty shore dives for any Open Water Divers that wish to join us; or there’s the rib/hard boat dive to 
the Breda and Ard na Cuille on the Saturday morning for anyone Advanced or above.  

If you fancy doing the Advanced Open Water course whilst in Oban we can do it for £250. This will include all 
your 5 dives, boat fees, air fills, crew packs, PIC cards and all instruction. We can also do other specialty 
courses whilst in Oban - give the shop a ring or email us for more info.  

For the divers (not on the AOW course) the cost will be £50 for 2 dives off the Gannet, Puffin or Silver 
Swift, £15 per night for the digs at the Anchorage (£30) and your beer money (£???). Divers who are not 
club members must also pay the £10 organisation fee if you want your boat and digs organising.  

We will be going up on the Friday night and staying over at The Anchorage on Friday and Saturday nights. 
Diving will be off the boats in the morning (Usually an 8:00am kick off) so we will be back in port for about 
2:00pm so we will have time to do other things. 

�������������3��� �&5�0� �&� )�*�0- ,� ���#�,�������
(Trip Organiser: Dave Abraham 07969 998465, email david@dabraham.wanadoo.co.uk) 

Lundy is full with a reserve list. If you want more details please speak to Dave. 

4���������3��� A�%$���#�,�������
(Trip Organiser: Matt McMinn email:matt@boltonareadivers.co.uk, Mobile: 07971 499353) 

Is there someone you have got a grudge against? (You can’t have one against any staff member of B.A.D) 

Do you want to play army? 

Shoot your Instructor who made you take your mask off? 

Or do you just want to shoot heck out of your best mate? 

Well you can do it legally at Douglas Valley Paintball!! 

When I sent out the text messages I had over 70 people saying they want to do paintball in 
July or August. So I have sent out an email to Douglas Valley Paintball regarding available 
dates. As soon as I get a reply I will confirm the definite date. 

For those who have never been it’s an experience not to be missed and for those who have it’s a chance to get 
even. It costs £12.50 for half day or £20 for the full day. Paintballs cost £6 per hundred; you can use as 
many or as little as you want. There are only 50 places available so hurry to get your name down, minimum 
age is 12 and requires permission from a parent or guardian to play.  

We need 20 people to make it run and to allow Matt to confirm the booking. He needs 
all your money as soon as he gets back from the Red Sea. 

Getting there: We will meet at the dive shop at 9:00am and go in convoy-ish. Panicking 
on phones when we get lost. It’s not far - it’s just the other side of Standish. 

Alternatively meet up there if you want. Visit http://www.douglasvalleypaintball.co.uk/ 
for directions. 

2���4
�2�
��������E���+��1!�$�
Back by popular demand, a second chance to swing through the trees, bounce off the 
cargo nets, shin up the ropes, and generally make a right royal nit-wit of yourselves! 

Go ape is now in Rivington, so we thought we would plan a club trip for September 
as everyone’s usually busy over summer – we are looking at either Sunday 13th or 
Sunday 20th, and are trying to gauge interest. If you fancy hanging around in trees, 
and being King of the Swingers, then let us know – at this stage there is no 
commitment – that comes later when you pay! 

For details of what the game plan is, how it works, rules, prices etc etc etc go to 
www.goape.co.uk  
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 (by Dave Abraham) 

Puerto Rico gang   Taurito gang 

Me and Janet    Worzel and Natalie 
Roy and Myra    Gaz Smith and Tracy 
Diane and Mark     Kev and Dennis 
Craig and Sarah    Gaz Masterman and Kerry 
Bernie and Andrea 
Steve and Cheryl 
Rebecca Kendrick and Rob  
Steve Jones and Paul Magrath 

One by one or two by two in most cases the gang arrived at Manchester airport. It was the start of the BAD Gran Canaria trip and we 
were all buzzing with anticipation. Straight to check in and after the usual faffing over excess baggage and a bit of swapping things from 
one bag to the other, putting ankle weights on your ankles and hiding various items of dive gear around one’s person (I’m sure someone 
went through wearing a BCD) we all made it through to the bar in the departure lounge for the first beer of our holiday.  
Everything went smoothly and before you knew it we were on the tarmac in Las Palmas. After the obligatory puffing session for us 
smokers we followed our driver to the coach but somehow half of us got lost briefly en route. I had a quick scout around and soon we 
were all reunited and on our way to our apartments in Puerto Rico.  

As I went to check in I was told that only Tony Williams had an apartment booked and Roy Myra Janet and myself had nothing booked 
and the apartments were full. Since Tony was the one who had not been able to come and all our apartments had been booked at the 
same time by me I have no idea how they buggered up the reservation but the error was quickly cleared up and after a brief spruce up we 
were off to La Bolera for dinner. Mmmm seafood paella yummy but service was a bit slow especially when you needed another beer. 
Maybe they just weren’t expecting us to drink that fast! 

Some of the gang had opted to stay in Taurito, the little fishing village near the dive centre and after our dinner we arranged to meet in 
the one Euro bar called M&Ms, The M&Ms bar is just round the corner from the all you can eat Chinese where the Taurito gang as they 
came to be known had eaten. The one Euro bar was incorrectly named as a pint cost just 90 cents but I didn’t hear anyone complaining 
about the error.  

I have only ever been in M&Ms in the afternoon and was a little disappointed with the atmosphere during the evening as it was full of 
gobby, boozed up, oxygen stealing coffin dodgers who’s idea of a good night out is a very loud out of tune sing song…nasty. Anyway 
when we finally stopped Dennis singing we headed off to Jack Daniels bar and ended the night in various stages of inebriation. I think 
Gaz Smith was told off at some stage for stripping off but it is all a bit of a blur.  

Sunday  

The first dives of the holiday, with the exception of Roy Diane Mark and myself all the divers went of to do an afternoon check dive on 
the Bow section of Morgan 1 a broken wreck in about 20 meters. I have done this dive many times before and it is an ideal start to you 
weeks diving, shallow enough not to be too challenging after a good first night out but deep enough and with enough little swim 
throughs to keep the more experienced divers interested. 

Sunday night was a little more subdued as the main diving was due to start on Monday morning and only a few of the hardcore ventured 
out around the bars after dinner.  

Monday  

The waves on the beach at Taurito where our dive centre is located were much bigger than usual and one or two of the divers suffered 
being wiped out by the surf during entry and exit with loads of kit being lost (sorry for laughing at you guys). Maybe I should have 
warned them that it’s not Capernwray �  but over the course of the week everyone’s entry and exit techniques improved drastically. Just 
goes to show there’s no book that can teach you it really takes experience.  

The more adventurous group started the serious diving on the Bluebird, with lots of fish life all around, at 45m this for me is one of the 
best dives going. Schools of snapper circled the wreck while being stalked by more schools of barracuda and Tuna. This is quite a large 
wreck for the area and was previously a ferry between Puerto Rico and Puerto Mogan, Nowadays the wreck is very broken with just the 
engines and wheelhouse remaining intact but if you come up about 10m above the wreck you can still see the shape of her very clearly. I 
could happily spend a couple of hours swimming through the schools of fish but unfortunately gas and deco obligations won’t allow that. 

We had been briefed on what to do if you find an angel shark buried in the sand. Gently fan the sand away and lift him very gently by the 
tail. Leave a gap between divers so that when he lifts off he can calmly swim away through the gap. Gaz Smith had volunteered to do this 
should we find one but Den as usual hadn’t bothered listening or chose to ignore these arrangements. When we found an angel shark he 
was straight in there barging past Gaz to get to the centre of the action. He grabbed the poor angel shark by the tail and started shaking it 
like he was trying to get the dust out of an old rug. Mr angel shark was not very happy and was swimming around trying to bite anything 
within range. You have never seen a group of divers move so quickly I was crying I laughed so hard. 
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Angel sharks     Morgan 2 

For the second group out, the destination was the artificial reef. At a depth of 20m this is a site where the local authority has sunk 
bundles of pipes and concrete blocks to create features in an otherwise barren sandy desert. This attracts the local fish life and is home to 
stingrays Octopus cuttlefish and the ubiquitous snapper. Sadly the local fisherman had been taking advantage of the abundance and 

consequently the bigger fish have either been caught or moved to safer 
waters and there were far fewer inhabitants than usual. 

For our afternoon dive both groups dived Perchel drift. This is a dive 
along the base of a cliff where volcanic rock has fallen from the cliff 
into the sea creating a complex underwater landscape with many hiding 
holes for all manner of marine critters. Shrimps can be seen peering 
from below most rocks with their eyes glowing eerily in your 
torchlight. This dive can be done at any depth but one of the best areas 
is where the rocks give way to the sand at around 15m. The sand is 
home to scores of garden eels that disappear into their holes as you 
approach. Colourful wrasse and damsel fish cruise the rocks looking 
for anything that looks like food or a female and if you are lucky there 
are angel sharks to be found lying in ambush in the narrow sandy 
channels between rocky canyons. Cindy was our guide on this dive and 
sure enough she found an angel shark, well done Cindy. I also found an 
electric ray buried in the sand, he didn’t want to come out for a photo 
so I poked him and he gave me a shock much to Roy’s amusement, I 
though he was going to drown he laughed that much and no matter how 
hard I tried I couldn’t persuade him to poke it for me. 

Beware high voltage 

The night dive Monday night was on Morgan 1 stern section. The divers said it was quite moody diving the wreck in darkness but there 
was very little life around. David who runs the Blue Explorers Dive Centre explained that through the day the fish use the wreck as 
protection from predators whereas at night they take advantage of the darkness to venture out and feed. 

Tuesday  

As most of the Puerto Rico group, with the exception of Steve and Paul, were only diving every other day the opportunity presented 
itself for a trip over to El Cabron the underwater national park on the East coast of the island, This is a shore dive with the entry off a 
lava shelf but can be subject to some weather at this time of year. The entry is not usually a problem but getting out can be a bit hairy 
with the risk of the surge dragging you across some very sharp lava formations in the shallows. From what the guys told me the dives 
were good but they did struggle with the exits however no one showed me anything more than grazes so it couldn’t have been that bad.  

For the night dive the hardcore gang did the Perchel caves which are pretty much the same as the Perchel drift but there are a couple of 
small caverns that you can swim into as well at the start of the dive. 

Wednesday 

The first group dived the wreck of La Valero a sailing boat at 42m for our first dive (2 of us did at least) Because the Blue explorer rib 
was out of action due to lack of engines we were diving off a rib borrowed from the next door dive centre skippered by Jerry who isn’t 
quite as good as David at finding the dive site. Jerry followed the GPS to the wreck site and confidently told us that the wreck is lying 
about 50m dead ahead of our anchor. Off we all went with Alan (David’s dad) leading the way like a dolphin on a promise. I was 
following with Roy who very quickly signalled for me to slow down. After about 100m Alan turned round and shrugged indicating he 
had no clue where the wreck was. I had an idea that the wreck was off to our starboard side (right) because there was a fishing boat on 
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that side of the rib so Roy and I went on the compass, did a 90 degree right turn, a 40m swim, then another 90 degree right turn so we 
were swimming back on a course parallel to the one we had come out on but in the opposite direction and twice the maximum visibility 
away. This gave a search area 80m wide and 150m long and sure enough just as Roy signalled he had reached our agreed air limit I 
spotted the wreck.  

 
   

Kev before La Valera dive     La Valera for those who never saw it 

We were the only ones on it so I took a couple of quick snapshots to be used later as evidence and then as we did not have enough air to 
return to the shot line along the bottom, I fired my DSMB and began the ascent. During our first deep stop at 20m the reel was almost 
ripped out of my hand and then the line went slack. I started reeling in frantically to get the loose line out of the water and avoid 
entanglement Roy indicated that I was sinking but I needed to clear the line so I took a very deep breath to slow my descent, finished 
winding the line then corrected my buoyancy. I decided not to send up my backup DSMB but do a free ascent instead. At 10m we found 
an anchor line so did our second deep stop on there but someone on the boat didn’t like us being there and began jerking the line up and 
down violently. Eventually we had had enough and decided to finish our deco and safety stops on the way back to our own shot. En 
route I found my DSMB with about 6m of line still attached. I tried to re-inflate it but it has been ripped or slashed and had a massive 
hole in it. We finished our safety stop on our shot line and ascended to see our dive boat picking up some of the other divers about 200m 
away. Back on the boat I was told my DSMB had come up right next to the fishing boat and the skipper had cut it off and slashed it. 
Maybe he thought we were eco warriors messing with the fishing lines or something but as none of us spoke enough Spanish to get into 
an argument with the skipper without it ending in a fight and probably me in a Spanish jail for GBH we took the name of the boat and 
decided to let David sort it out back at the dive centre. 

I later found out that the skipper is a good mate of David but hates Jerry because after living there for 10 years he still doesn’t speak any 
Spanish. Anyway David gave me a free Deep Speciality course to compensate for my lost DSMB. 

The rest of the divers had spent the 40min dive swimming around a sandy desert at 40m seeing nothing and being bored. Roy and I had 
proved our ability to improvise, practiced our search techniques and compass navigation, found the wreck, coped with adversity and 

unexpected problems during our ascent, and managed to get back to the 
shot line in a blue water swim above a desert. So much ammo and so 
little time he-he-he. 

The second group dived Pasito blanco while we did an extended 
surface interval. This translates as “white Steps” and relates to the 
nearby village which has some naturally formed white steps leading 
into the sea. The dive is on and around a lava formation which 
resembles a scaled down table mountain at a depth of 18m. The 2-3m 
“cliffs” have loads of nooks and crannies and house all types of critters 
including octopus, scorpion fish frog fish as well as the usual stuff. 

For our second dives both groups dived the Perchel caves, in one of the 
caves I found a spot where fresh water was seeping into a dome in the 
roof, the water was at least 5 degrees warmer and I tried to signal to 
Roy what I had found but my mime of taking a shower failed to get the 
message across. 

Nudibranch 

At this stage I should mention that Jerry had a dog called Max. Max is a little Jack Russell and for the most part he is very friendly and 
cute, however he does have a problem when divers leave the boat and tends to snap at them as they do their back roll entries. Back at the 
dive centre Kerry asked me to throw her scuba unit over the side. Just as I did Max decided to has a little bite and ended up being 
dragged over the side with it ha-ha serves you right you stupid mutt. I did rescue him though but it didn’t deter him and later in the week, 
Dennis threw him in when he got too close just before a dive. Gary Smith got bit by him but I am not aware of any retribution being 
taken no skin was broken so it was only a love bite Gaz. 
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The night dive was on the Perchel drift and what a great dive it was. We had followed the advice of the Taurito gang who said this was 
better than the Mogan wrecks at night and we has a great time several singrays one of which was at least 6 feet across, 3 or 4 octopus and 
loads of Nudibranchs 

Wednesday evening was a lively one, after a humongous T bone steak for dinner (about half a cow each) and with most of us not diving 
the following day much drinking was done. Bernie was on the whiskies and ended the evening by tipping over a table full of drinks. 
Andrea escorted him home shortly after that but not before he bought everyone except Janet a round to replace the spillage. Janet didn’t 
need one by the way, like greased lighting she had grabbed both of her drinks just before the table went over. England should consider 
her for a slip fielder with reactions like that. 

Thursday 

The Taurito gang + Paul Magrath and Steve Jones jumped in the minibus to a secret location on the north of the island to a spot 
reputedly frequented by Manta rays. The sea had been rough up there for a few months though and no Mantas were seen – hooray. 
Rumour has it that there haven’t been any since before Christmas, never mind guys maybe next year. 

Friday 

60m New wreck as yet un-named, I was supposed to do this dive but I had developed a very tight chest and didn’t want to risk a major 
coughing fit during deco so opted to go for plan B on the Como 2 instead. The guys came back buzzing. Kev, Gaz and Den all ducked 
the deep dive last year and were keen to make up for it. They had not been disappointed and all agreed it was the best dive of the week 
and one of the best they have done. They saw loads of life including the huge grouper that lives on the stern section plus the intact crows 
nest. 

Como Tu For the ones who were not yet ready for a 60m dive or not on top form (me) we headed off to the Como Tu at 30m a tiny wreck 
that plays home to a vivid Purple anemone along with garden eels and an Octopus 

   

 Como Tu Anemone   Como Tu Octopus 

For the OW qualified divers we ran a third boat to the Morgan 2 at 18m this is visited by the yellow submarine and is very intact and lies 
on its starboard side 

Bluebird The first group did their second and final dive on the Bluebird again this time joined by Natalie. This is her second trip to the 
Gran Canaria and I told her last year to do a dive early in the week to see if she wanted to do some diving or just some sunbathing. 
Finally on the last dive of her second trip she decided to give it a go. Her face was a treat when I saw her swimming back from the rib 
and I quote “I wish I had listened to you last year Dave, I could have stayed down there all week, I don’t want to go home tomorrow, I 
want to do that dive again it was fantastic, amazing, brilliant”  

Morgan 2 The second group who had dived Como Tu did the Morgan 2 for our second dive and after a few swim throughs Bernie Roy 
and myself went looking for the Morgan 1. The wrecks are about a hundred meters apart but without any headings it was just a case of 
swimming out in hope and we didn’t manage to find it. 

 Almud finally group 3 set off to Almud an 18m reef dive comprising a number of lava deposits on a sandy bottom. By the time they 
came back we were well into the rum so I am not sure if they had a good dive or not. 

THE BBQ 

It has become a BAD tradition that on the last night we are joined by the non diving partners and all chip in a few Euros and arrange a 
BBQ on the beach in front of the Dive centre to say thanks to the Blue Explorers for looking after us all week. Over the years this has 
developed into a major drinking fest with Arehucas golden rum and full fat coke being the drink of choice for most. Den didn’t listen to 
instructions again and had more than his share and consequently broke 2 of the chairs coz he got so fat � . Don’t try to blame Janet Den 
just accept it was your fault for eating too much. 
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Get your logs filled in before the BBQ   Greedy Den 

Janet and I ended up stranded in the middle of nowhere and had to ring Diane and Mark who thankfully went down to the Taxi rank in 
Puerto Rico at stupid o’clock and sent a Taxi to our rescue. Seriously I think we would have frozen out there without your help thanks 
guys. 

Saturday  

Was a bit emotional saying goodbye to those who had only booked one week but we were joined later by Joanne Hosker and her 
boyfriend Martin and there was still Roy and Myra, Bernie and Andrea and Rebecca and Rob. 

Week 2 

The second weeks diving followed much the same pattern as the first 
weeks but Roy and I managed to do the 60m un-named wreck on the 
Wednesday. The water was gin clear with viz about 50m. From the 
shot line at 45m you could see the whole wreck laid out in front of you 
brilliant. There were not many fish around though and I preferred the 
PO12 we had done the year before. 

We dived the Bluebird again and there were so many angel sharks I got 
bored of seeing them. 

Rebecca managed to see her first Angel shark on the very last dive of 
the fortnight and Bernie didn’t spill any more drinks. We had a superb 
day in the mountains when we hired a car and a very boozy day in 
Puerto Morgan when we took the ferry and bought a couple of bottles 
of rum and some coke and sat on the beach with plastic cups like a 
bunch of winos. 

In the mountains 

I am very sad not to be going to Sharm but if I could only do one trip a year I would have to choose the Canaries, this trip has it all. 

Finally I would like to thank everyone at Blue explorers especially David for arranging the boats for us. I know that must have been 
tricky with your own boat out of commission but you all did a wonderful job and I can’t wait for next year with 2 boats and hopefully 
some Mantas and of course the odd glass of Arehuscas oro ron or two. 

��# �,�A�3�-0�&��+$" �����5�7��,���"<"�#�E��)$*��%) ���&)$��$�
 (by Dave Abraham) 

Dave will have this write up soon. 

�!)��3�D �& �:�6 �& �����������
 (by Mike Smallwood) 

Mike will have this write up soon. 
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Next club meeting will be Thursday 18th June 2009 at 8:30pm at THE HOWCROFT public house and then 
every last Thursday of each month. 

If you have any suggestions about anything else you want to see or do at meetings let us know. We want to keep 
all club members happy and involved.   

�� �!���1!�$,&"+�

Club membership has now been increased to £60 Per Year. You can pay your subscription at the shop or at the next 
club meeting. Club membership is £60 per year, a mere £5.00 per month.  

Direct debit forms are available at the club meetings, at the shop. Club Membership benefits now include: 

 Membership Level 

 £60 per year (£5.00 per month) 
£50 per year (£4.16 per month) 

(NOT AVAILABLE TO NEW MEMBERS) 

USE OF POOL FREE FREE 

TRIP UPDATES BY TEXT FREE FREE 

TRIP UPDATES BY EMAIL FREE FREE 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FREE FREE 

TRIP ORGANISATION FREE FREE 

CLUB MEETING ACCESS FREE FREE 

AIR FILLS (for personal use only) FREE £2.50 

KIT HIRE £25 max £50 max 

CLUB TRIP PRICE Up to 10% discount Up to 10% discount 

PLACES ON CLUB TRIPS 1st PRIORITY 2nd PRIORITY 

SHOP PURCHASES DISCOUNT 10% off retail 10% off retail 

Further promotions & loyalty discounts will be available in future for other local companies – watch this space! 

And of course just being a member of the most friendly club dive club in the UK :-) 

If you are not already a club member now is the ideal time to join. Just set up a £5 per month direct debit to the following 
bank details: 

Bank:   The Co-Operative Bank, Salford  Account name:  B.A.D. Club 
Sort Code:  08-92-50    Account #:  52008306-00 

���("  �>��+��$);>�%?��&��!)�>�+)A1���,�)�*�;&)�#��A%� $�1�1!�$,&"+�);;%$*"�# A�%�;���&��+)A1���,�&)<��;&)�# �*@�

�%�#$)�� )�"%�,�
Congratulations go to the following people for passing their diving courses: 

Discover Scuba: Jonathan Healey Steve Linahan Scott Heath 

Open Water Diver: Tony Goddard Farhad Ghassami 

Advanced Open Water: Dave Stuart Rick Roberts Andy Barley Mike Smallwood 

Scuba Refresh: Ross Newbigging Harriet Patterson 

Seal Team: Saicha Marsh Jasmine Taylor 

Equipment Specialist: Andy Cook 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM ALL THE STAFF AT BOLTON AREA D IVERS LTD  
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Course Title Scheduled Dates Session Location 

PADI Discover 
Scuba Diving:  

BAD Price: £25 
Every Saturday 

1:30 to 2:30pm Theory 

3:00 to 5:00pm Confined Water 
Dives 

BAD Ltd Classroom 

Turton Pool 

 

PADI Open Water 
Diver: 

BAD Price: £295 

Saturday 20th June 

Saturday 27th June 

Saturday 4th July 

Saturday 11th July 

Theory AM/Confined Water PM  

Theory AM/Confined Water PM 

Open Water Dives 1 & 2 

Open Water Dives 3 & 4 

BAD Ltd Classroom/ Turton Pool 

BAD Ltd Classroom/ Turton Pool 

Capernwray Quarry (Carnforth) 

Capernwray Quarry (Carnforth) 

PADI Deep Dive 
Specialty 

BAD Price: £125 

Full weekend: 

Thursday  2nd July 

Saturday 4th July 

Saturday 11th July 

 

Theory 

2 dives 

2 dives 

 

BAD Ltd Classroom 

Capernwray 

Wastwater 

PADI Open Water 
Diver: 

BAD Price: £295 

Saturday 18th July 

Saturday 25th July 

Saturday 1st August 

Saturday 8th August 

Theory AM/Confined Water PM  

Theory AM/Confined Water PM 

Open Water Dives 1 & 2 

Open Water Dives 3 & 4 

BAD Ltd Classroom/ Turton Pool 

BAD Ltd Classroom/ Turton Pool 

Capernwray Quarry (Carnforth) 

Capernwray Quarry (Carnforth) 

PADI Divemaster: 

£325 plus 
materials or 
£395 including 
req’d materials 

Saturday 1st August 

Sunday 2nd August 

Saturday 8th August 

Sunday 9th August 

Internship Schedule to be 
agreed with Instructor 

Theory AM/Confined Water PM  

Theory AM/PM 

Theory AM/Confined Water PM  

Theory AM/PM 

 

 

BAD Ltd Classroom/ Turton Pool 

BAD Ltd Classroom 

BAD Ltd Classroom/ Turton Pool 

BAD Ltd Classroom 

 

 

PADI Advanced 
Open Water Diver: 

BAD Price: £250 

Full weekend: 

Saturday 8th August 

Sunday 9th August 

 

3 dives 

2 dives 

 

Oban 

Oban 

PADI Wreck  Dive 
Specialty 

BAD Price: £125 

Full weekend: 

Thursday  6th August 

Saturday 8th August 

Saturday 29th August 

 

Theory 

2 dives 

2 dives 

 

BAD Ltd Classroom 

Oban 

Capernwray 

PADI Open Water 
Diver: 

BAD Price: £295 

Saturday 15th August 

Saturday 22nd August 

Saturday 29th August 

Saturday 5th September 

Theory AM/Confined Water PM  

Theory AM/Confined Water PM 

Open Water Dives 1 & 2 

Open Water Dives 3 & 4 

BAD Ltd Classroom/ Turton Pool 

BAD Ltd Classroom/ Turton Pool 

Capernwray Quarry (Carnforth) 

Capernwray Quarry (Carnforth) 

PADI Emergency 
First Response: 

BAD Price: £75 

Saturday 5th September Theory AM/PM BAD Ltd Classroom 

Kit is provided for Open Water & Advanced Courses only.  

Kit can be hired at £25 per day for all other courses. 

If you want to attend one of our courses give us a call on 01204 394441 or email us on 
diving@boltonareadivers.co.uk 

Speciality 
of the 
Month 

Speciality 
of the 
Month 
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DISCOVER SCUBA DIVING / BUBBLEMAKER – 2 hour ‘try a dive’ session in the pool  £25.00 

SEAL TEAM – For the up and coming young divers (5 pool sessions for the price of 4)   £100.00 

MASTER SEAL TEAM – More diving for the young ones (10 pool sessions for the price of 8  £200.00 

SCUBA DIVER – for those who don’t mind diving under supervision     £195.00 

OPEN WATER WEEKEND - Fixed schedule, five weekends. 4 - 10 students.    £295.00 

OPEN WATER REFERRALS - Do your academic & pool sessions in the UK, then complete the Open  

Water dives abroad.          £195.00 

ADVANCED (Local) - 2 core dives, 3 elective dives.       £195.00 

ADVANCED (Oban) - As above, but a bit of travelling!      £250.00 

EMERGENCY FIRST RESPONSE - Basic First Aid for everyone.     £ 75.00 

EMERGENCY FIRST RESPONSE REFRESHER – Recommended every 24months   £ 40.00 + materials 

RESCUE DIVER - Diving Rescue course.        £250.00 

MASTER SCUBA DIVER - 5 speciality dives, including PICs. (Excludes Enriched Air Nitrox,            
air fills, Camera Film & Processing, boat charter fees, equipment & PADI processing fee)  From  £250.00 

DIVEMASTER - PADI Professional qualification leading on to Assistant Instructor.  £325.00 + materials 

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR - PADI Professional qualification leading to Instructor.  £295.00 + materials 

SCUBA REVIEW – Refresh your theory and your pool and open water skills     £50.00 

4�����4
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ALTITUDE DIVER £75.00 AWARE CORAL REEF £50.00  

BOAT DIVER - Excludes boat fees £50.00  DEEP DIVER £125.00  

DIGITAL UNDERWATER PHOTO £125.00 DIVER PROPULSION VEHICLE £125.00  

DRIFT DIVER £75.00 EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST £50.00 

NIGHT DIVER £125.00 PEAK PERFORMANCE BUOYANCY £75.00 

AWARE – Fish ID £50.00 SEARCH AND RECOVERY DIVER £100.00 

UNDERWATER NATURALIST £75.00 UNDERWATER NAVIGATOR £125.00 

PROJECT AWARE £50.00 DSAT GAS BLENDER £75.00 

DRY SUIT DIVER - Excludes dry suit hire. (FREE with dry suits purchased from B.A.D. Ltd, PIC extra)  £75.00  

ENRICHED AIR NITROX - Includes manual. Excludes cylinder fills     £125.00  

MULTI-LEVEL DIVER - Wheel required.         £100.00 

UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHER - Excludes film and processing.      £125.00 

WRECK DIVER - Excludes boat charter fees, where required.      £150.00  

����4�������	�
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SCUBA REFRESH – Refresh your pool skills        £25.00 

DRY SUIT ORIENTATION – 1 pool session and 1 open water dive with a member of staff  £50.00 
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RYA Powerboat Level 1          £85.00 

RYA Powerboat Level 2          £175.00 

BY PRIOR AGREEMENT ONLY AND FOR AN ADDITIONAL FEE, COURSES CAN BE RESTRUCTURED TO 
ACCOMMODATE INDIVIDUAL ARRANGEMENTS. CONTACT THE SH OP ON 01204 394441 FOR MORE 
DETAILS.  

PLEASE NOTE PRICES MAY CHANGE; FOR CURRENT COURSE PRICES PLEASE RING THE SHOP ON 01204 394441.  

KIT HIRE IS INCLUDED FOR OPEN WATER AND ADVANCED OP EN WATER COURSES ONLY. 
KIT CAN BE HIRED FROM THE SHOP FOR OTHER COURSES AT  PREFERENTIAL RATES . 


